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particularly the Veda and what pertains to his
religious duties. During all that time the pupil
is supposed to be a mere passive recipient, a
learner and believer.

Then follows the second stage, the stage of
manhood, during which a man has to marry, to
rear a family, and perform all those duties which
are prescribed for a householder in the Veda and
the Law-books. During these two periods no
doubt is ever hinted as to the truth of their
religion, or the binding form of the law which
everybody has to obey.

But with the third period, which begins when
a man's hair has turned white, and he has seen
the children of his children, a new life opens,
during which the father of the family may leave
his home and his village and retire into the
forest with or without his wife. During that
period he is absolved from the necessity of per-
forming any sacrifices, though he may or must
undergo certain self-denials and penances, some
of them extremely painful. He is then allowed
to meditate with perfect freedom on the great
problems of life and death. And for that pur-

c 2